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Wilt thou have any thing to do with the ftoole of wickedneſſe 
which imagineth miſchiefe as a Law ? A 
T hey gather them together againſt the Souls of the Righteons,and | 
condemne the Innocent bloud. 
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i Gnorance to what wee ſhould aſcribe that 
fatall Lethargie, that hath ſcaled up our 

Wy cyes and benumm'd the hearts of the mcn 
— 4 of this Nation, not tofecle and ſhake c# 
In that Iron yoake of bondage which { me 
men (to whom in a blind obedience, they 
have refigned up their underſtandings,and 
with their underſtandings their wcalth 
andpower} have layed upon them, is no ſmall part of that Ca- 
lamiry under which we groane. Among orher cauſes of this *** 
ſtupidity and Ignoble floth (Tempers unknowne to our Ance» 
ſers, and are proper onely to us their degencrous polterity } 
two aremoſt obvious: Firft the wrath of God, which for our 
ſinnes hath made us like Ephraim, aſily dove without a heart, has Hoſea 7. 
ving Our ſtrength devoured, we beede it not; For could it poſſt« 
bly be imigined, that a Nation fo formidable as the world 
have found and eſteemed us, ſhould thus fuffer;erther otr God 
to be diſhonoured in his worfhip, our King robb'd of his pow« 
er and revenews,our Lawes of their infuence and vigour,and 
our owne lives, libertics,and properties to be invaded by a pre- 
vailing faRtion of Athieſts.and.Rebellious Schiſmaticks,atid/yet 
ſtaid as men amazed in an unprofitable aſtonithmenr, as if the 
people within ts were women,heartles, had not God in his luſt an- Nalwm, 3. 13. 


ger taken away our hearts, and damp't-our ſpiritswithinus? 
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The ſecond is the weakneſſe and Impotency of our nature prone 
to {inkeand plunge it (elfe into a confeſſed deſtruftion, rather 
then retra&t or ingeniouſly acknowledge an Erroxr in that 
which we have once inconſiderately and unadviſedly taken u- 
pon us to defend: And certainly this laſt though little heeded 
hath no ſmall influence on that {low pace whichthie men of this 
belotted Nation make to the recovery of that peace and happi- 
nefſe which they formerly injoyed under the rightcous Govers 
ment of a gratious and Religious King. 
The Hypocriticall carriage, the frequent but perfuncory fa- 
ſtings, appearance of holines,affeed auſterity,counterfeit mor- 
tification,and deep diſſembled humility of the SeRaries of this 
Church,( & all theſe artificially pertonated)did fo prevaile not 
onely with the v#/gw the credulous mulritude, whoare apt to 
be deceived with ſhadowes inſteede of ſubſtances, but even 
with men of better inſight, that the Nation was led Captive to 
beleeve that ccrtainely all Religion dwelt with them: and it the 
primitive zeale, integrity, and devotion of Chriſttans did yet 
remaine in this decrepit aged world, they had all taken up their 
habitation in them : Nay the hardeſt that men of found un- 
derſtanding conceived of them, was often expreſſed in a8 
the charity and candor of LaFantins, O quam bhoneſta voluntate 


*”77 ſeri ſent | with how good a meaning theſe poore ſomles did erre : 


Inſomuch if any of them by order of law did ſuffer condigue 8& 
deſerved puniſhment for offences Scandalous or criminall : It 
they have bled at the eare, or the rod had gone over the fooles 
back; what an outcry did the people make as if Religion were 
wounded through their ſides, or S. Steven himfelfe a ſecond 
time did ſuffer Martyrdome? Ina word, if the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel did in their ſermons or diſcourſes but endeayour toun- 


- maske their Hypocriſic,and take this borrowed vizardfrom off 


their faces,and repreſent them in their true colours to the peo 

ple: if the Biſhops and governours of the Church endeavoured 

to withltand this growing evill,as knowing that if their facti- 

on;prevailedthey,would grow dangerous and formidable both 

toChurch and State, they were all cryed downeas enemies to 

rcligion, defamers and perſequters-of the Children of God 
| an 
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(3) 
and the great promoters and advocates of Romiſh ſuperſtiti- 
on: and though the world at this day fee and are throughly 
convictcd by too fad experience that this was true,and are fully 
perſwaded that they made uſe of a pretended ſhew of godli- 
nes denying the power thereof, thereby to make the eaſier way 
to their diſloyall treaſonable intentions , yet they are afraid 0+ 
penly to confteſſe it, as if ſuch an ingenious acknowledgement 
would call in quc<ſtion their diſcretions being once otherwiſe 
perſwaded: Inſomach thar they that could open their mouthes 
wide againſt that Authority that drew bloud but ar a ſchiſ{ma» 
ticks noſe or eare farre enough from the vitall parts, now ſtand 
dumbe & ſpeechleſle to ſee the fame faction murther their fe]- 
low SubjeRs,ſhed rivers of Chriſtian blood,&: think their hands 
no lefſe then ſanRitied by a mercyleſſe fl:ughter of their Inno» 
cent Brethren. 

The care that God tooke to preſerve the land of his people 
undcfiled by Innocent biood was very great, and therefore did 
provide not only when the wwuriherer was knowne that he that 
ſhed mans blood, by man his blood ſhould be ſhed againe, ac= 
cording to that command, Te ſhall not pollute the Land where ye 
are: for blood it defileth the Land,and the Land cannot be cleanſed 
of the blood that is ſhed therein but by the blood of him that ſhed 
it: Numb.35:33: But hkewile where the murtherer was not 
kxowne,that the innocent blood ſhed in the Land might not be 
charged upon them: aud therefore in the 21 of Dewrt: God 
preſcribes an Expiation for murther when the murtherer was 
»ot knowne, for ifa man were found {liine the field, The Elders 
of the City next torbe ſlain man were to take an heifer and ſirike 
off his necks ina rough valley, and hall waſh their hands over the 
heifer: and ſay, Onur hands have not ſhed thu blood, Neither have 
oureyes ſeen it: Be mercifull O Lord unto thy people Iſrael whom 
thou haſt redeemed,and lay not innocent blood unto thy people of Iſ- 
raels charge: and the blood ſhall be forgiven them: ſo ſhalt thou put 
away the guilt of Innocent blood from among you: ver: 6,7,8,0c. 
In which law it is plaine, that the guilt of /nnocen? blood may 
cleave to our hands though our hands have not ſhed it, and the 
way to walſli our hands clcane from that guilt is to proteſt a- 
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(4) 
gainlt the ſheddingit, todeny our conſent to it, being done, 
and as much asin us lies to bring the puniſhment of Innocent 
blood upon the heads of thoſe that ſhed it: withou: this we 
contra anothers guilt and communicate in his fins, The Inno- 


' cent blood ſhall not be forgiven us: when therefore Gol, to 


whom appertaine the iſſues of Life,(hall come and make 1nqai/i 
tion for blood,and the murthered ſhall cry out with Feb, O 
Earth cover not thou my blood: Job: 16: 18: That then we may 
lift up pure hands undefi}ed wich our Neighbours blood,though 
but with conſent and approbation. Nay that we may free our 
ſelves from the blood of all menby carneſt prayer to God not 
to lay Innocent blood though fhed by others to our charge,to 
inſlameyour devotion, I have asit were brought forth the bo= 


dies of rhele two ſtate Martyrs, MRobert Teomans &MF Grorge' 
Bowchey Citizens of Briſtol, & expoled them to the view of the' 


world, That fo ſhedding ſome rears over their graves, They may 
remaine an Everlaſting Monument of our 7-nocency in the fight 


of God,of our Fuſt indignation againſt ſuch cruelty in theſight 


of men,& at{weet oyntment to imbalme theſe men to their fu 
nerals, that though with their ſaviour(the ignominy of whoſe 
Crofle ſanAtified the death even of the accurſcd tree Yin their 
dcath they were numbred amongſt th: tranſgreſſours, yet (Loyal- 
ty being their Epitaph) they may make their graves amongſt 
the Honourable. | 

But becauſe to blinde the eyes of the world not to ſee the 
cruell Injuſtice practiſed on theſe worthy Citizens, to amaze 
the minds of the people, and to take off from the odiouſneſſcof 
{o fowle a Murther, they bavenot onely in their lying Pamph. 
lets proclaimed-it unto the world,that Maſter Teomans, Maſter 
Bowcher, and {ome other well affeted members of that City 
bad comriveda horrid Treaſon, that in the barbarouſneſle of ic 
did outdoe the powder Txcaſon, having conſpired at once to 
ruine the Proteſtant Religion, and to Murther all thoſe of that 
Ciry which did adhere to the Parliament, but alſo to mocke 
God ( t9 that height of impicty they are growne ) folemne 
thankes were ordained to be given for deliverance from 40 
dangerous a conſPiragic ; it will not be amifle to derive this 
| Tragedie 
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Men, + f 
Tragedie by way of Hiſtoricall Narration from the firſt to the 
Iaſt Seene:. that ſo the abuſed world may ſce what arts are uſed 


. on that ſide to poſſciſe themſclves of the good opinion of men, 


that in the meane time they may practiſe crueltics unheard of, 


untill che bloody Anabapriſts ſprung up the moſt pernicious 


Wweedes that ever infeſted the Church of Chriſt- 

After the King.was {ate downe at his Winter Quarter in O.x- 
ford, and. had given Sufficient Teſtimony to the world by the 2 
glorious. victories which God gave him at Eadge- Hl, and 
Brainceford,that hisforces were not ſo contemptible as the Lord 
Say reported them, who to ingage the people of Oxfordſiire in 


' Rebellion, did at a publique meeting at Yoodftorke, proteſt up- 


on his honour that the King had neither men,nor money,nor arms, 
but the Parliament had all theſe. Men generally began to conli- 


dernot only what might be the iſſue of rewo powerfull, Armies, 


more cqually poiſcd thenat firſt they thought them;which was 
the Conlideration of worldly Politicians,but likewiſe on whac 
warrantable grounds the Parliament: proceeded to take up ofs 
fenlive armes againſt their undoubted Soveraigne: and this was 
the Conſideration of every Conſcientious Chriſtian. Thislaſt 
Point taken into debate,and ſtritly ſcann'd by the word of God 
and the fundamentall Lawes of this Kingdotne, did alienate the 
afteions and. aſliſtance of many men fromthe Parliament be- 
fore wholy drawne to them ,notbeing able to concurre with 
them without wounding their conſcience,nor knowing how to 
Jaltifie their underrakings by the Lawes of God or man. 
When: this Parliament firſt fate, theſe Gentlemen with the 
reſt af the kingdome rejoyced to ſee that day, and ſtood at gaze 
as greedily as any, expecting what as of bounty, what relicfe 
from grievances our Gracious Soveraigne through their hands 
would convey unto his Subjects. While their endeavours were 
Loyall, though roughly carricd ;. while bounded - within the 
duty of Subje&s,though onely not exceeding, it, they were as 
forward to applaud them as any:but after the publicationof the 
Remonſtrance by the Houſe of Commons ( that appeale tothe 
people,and indeed the ground-worke of this preſentRebellion 
by lindering the Kings government ) they that went one mile 


with 
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with them would not be compelV'd to goe two, eſpecially afs 
ter the way appeared dangerous, and apparently leading to oe 
pen Rebellion: Nullam eſſe Civitatem que non improbes Cives 
aliquando & Imperitam Multitudinem ſemper babeat: was the 
{aying of the Rhodii in che Roman Senate recorded by Livy lib, 
45. There is no City but hath ſometimes ſome ill affeed Ci- 
tizens, but allwayes an Ignorant multitude, perhaps this in part 
might be the temper of Brsſol at this time: but the Criricall 
time was now come,in which men muſt declare themſelves ei= 
ther for the King or againſt him; and though many meh in that 
City then were and ſtill are deepely Leavened with diſloyall 
principles, yetthe major part of the City were and ſtill are the 
Kings faithfull Subjects, of this party the moſt eminent men 
were, Malter Robert Teomans Sherifte of Briſtol laſt yeare, Ma- 
ſter George Bowcher, with diversothers,men of good cſteeme, 
plentifull eſtates, knowne Integrity andetrue Children of the 
Church of England; Theſe men ſeeing the miſerable Conditi- 
on of thoſe places where the Rebels bare ſway and beginning 
to be ſenſible of the ſame bondage under Colonell Eſſex, enter 
into a Conſultation how to put the City of Byso/ into the 
Kings poſſeſſion and proteQion: To this purpoſe they diſpatch 
an agent to the Court, to informe the King that hehad many 
good SabjcAs in Britol, and withall to fignifie their defire 
ro deliver -up his owne City to himſclfe, it he would be pleaſed 
tro ſend ſome of his Forces thither, to take it, vi 
The Reafons which prevailed with them to makethis tender 
way His Majeſty were many 5 we may reduce theivto three 
heads, *f 
Firſt, Conſcience to God, not to reſiſt the King, . Knowing 
that they that doe reſiſt ſhallreceiveanto themſtlves damna- 
tion, andtherefore reſolved never to joyne themſclves to the 
damnable Set of the Hothamites thoſe ſtate Heretickes who 
count it their duty tokeepe the Kings Townes for the Kings 
uſe by ſhutting the Gares againſt the Kings perſon. 
| The Second Inducement was the frequent affronts given to. 
His Majeſty by the Rebels, to rhegreat regretof every good 
SubjeRzand of thelo they give many Inſtences: - a - 
Irits 
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(7) 
Firſt, Scandalons and diſloyall Speeches on all occaſions bel- 
ched out againlt His Majeſties Perſon, His Proteſtations, De- 
clarations, Proclamations, indeed all his aRtions. 

Secondly, Contempt of His Majeſties gratious offers, even to 
the very face of His Meſſenger ; for whenin February laſt, the 
King ſent His gracious Letters to the City of BriFol, requiring 
them not to give admittance to any of the Parliament Forces, 
promiſing that He himſelfe would not impoſe any on them, but 
what they themſelves ſhould defire ; together with the tender 
of many promiſes of his favour (given in charge to Sir Bayne 
ham Throkmoyton (whom he ſent unto them for that purpoſe) 
yet notwithſtanding at that very inſtant in contempt (I fay) of 
this great vouchſafement, The Mayor Richard eAlaworth, with 
Browne the Sheriffe , two boutefues in perverting that City 
with ſome other their affociates did ſend foure peeces of Ord- 
nance to Marlborough, there to beimployed againſtrhe King. 
And though Sir Bayzhamupon information given unto him did 
expoſtulate the affront with the Mayor, andin the Kings name 
commanded the ſtay of them and though ſome of the well- 
affeaed Citizens having notice of it, came and threw them off 
their Carriages, becauſe they knew that the intention was to 
imploy them againſt the King : yet over- borne by a greater 
rumber, who produced the Mayor and Sheriffs Warrant for 
their conveyance without let or interruption; they wereiinfor« 
ced to give way, and thither they were ſent. 

Thirdly, When in the beginning of CAMarch laſt, amongſt o- 
ther Proclamations ſent to Briſtol, one was concerning the 
Kings Royall Navy, invaded and poſſeſſed by the Earle of Wars 
wicke, and imployed againſt His Majeſty and His loyall Sub- 
jes ; The King by that Proclamation forbidding all Sea-men, 
and Mariners, and all Officers of His Navy to take imployment 
under the Earle, or to obey his Commands, though Colonell 
Fines then Governour of Briſtol conld have cauſed that Proclas 
mation to be ſuppreſſed and not publiſhed, yet as much as he 
could to diſhonour the King in the eyes of His SubjeRts, he per- 
mits it tobe proclaimed, that thence he might take occaſion to 
blaſpheme His Soveraigne ; for being proclaimed on __— 
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the third of March, the next day ( Satarday:) beire the 


chiete Market day, when the Market was fulleit that the news-. 


might be carryed into all parts of the Country, and every one 
learne from ſodeſperate an example to contemne their Sove= 
raignes Commands : Fines comes in his Coach to the high 
Crofle attended by a Troope of Horſe, and after a Declaration 
read, that the Proclamation publiſhed; the day before was a 
ſcandalous and libellous paper, and ſachas deſerved to be burnt 
by the hand of a publique Hangman z he cauſed the Serjeant 
that proclaimed i to burne it, holding Piſtolls to his brelt, and 
threatning to ſhoot him if he did not hold them high enough, 
fearing it ſeemes that fo damnable, ſo unpardonable a Treaſon 
thould want witneſſes. 

Laſtly, Asthe dire end of their deſire to deliver up the City 
to the Kings proteRtion, was conſcience of duty to God and 
their Soveraigne, fo the refleted end was their owne ſecurity, 
and quitting themſelves of thoſe opprefſions and grievances un- 
der which they ſuffered ; and thefe were many. 

Firſt, the often repeated Taxationsand Loanes-of money un- 


to the King and Parliament, as they were pleaſed to joyn them - 


upon the thred-bare ſecurity of the Publique Faith, and if any 
man refufed tolend on that credit which they had banckrupted 
long before, he was threatned with impriſonment, plundering, 
or which was worſe then both, ſending up to the Parliament ; 
and to theſe may be added the dayly drayning their purſes by. 
itlegall exaQions imployed for repayring the Caſtle, butlding. of 
Forts, and maintaining a Garriſon againſt the King. 

Secondly, by urging upon them new and treafonable Votes 
and Proteſtations : if not fully in words, yet in the uſe and in. 
rerpretation of themdireatly oppoſite to the Oath of Allegi- 
ance, the Oath of the City taken by every Citizen when he is 
eletedinto the place of a Burgeffe, im which they ſweare in 
the fix Article of that oath not'to enter into any Oath or Con- 
federacy againſt rhe King, contrary to the Lawes of rhe Land : 
and likewiſe contrary to the Proteltation recommended from 


the Parliament to the SubjeRs of this Kingdome:: The Oath 


{for the tenour of words}. was this following, 
| I 4. 
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ef. B. doe proteſt and vow in the preſence of Almighty God, 
that I will to the utmoſt of my power and to the hazard of 

life and fortunes oppoſe all ſuch Forces as ſhall attempt any thing 

ag ainft the City of Briſtol, without the conſent of the King and 

Parliament ſo to does 


In which Proteſtation they tooke the -name of the King in 

vaine, for when they ſay (King and Parliament) they meant 

the-:wo Hoxſes without the King, for if ations be the beſt in» 

terpreters of the agents words, it 1s more then manifeſt that by 

this Proteſtation they intended to ingage that City in Rebel. 

lion againlt the King, and that under the tye of Religion, And 

for proofe,I offer firſt their ſeconding this Proteſtation with an- 

other which ſpake more plainly, wherein they were to pro. 

reſt with theie lives and fortunes to refilt Prince Reperr, the 

Lord Generall the Earle of Forth, the Lord Marqueſſe Herr. 
ford ; the Earle of Newcaitle, Sir Ralph Hoptox and their For- 

ces: and ſecondly, becauſe as before the tendring of this Pro- 

teſtation, they had received Colonell Efſex ro Command there 

for the Parliament; ſo within a few dayes after the firſt Prote- 

ſtation was tendered, they admitted Colonell Popham and Sir 

Edward Hangerford withtheir Regiments; and afterward Co. Yp0n the Peri. 
lonell Fines without any oppoſition, that ſo now being backed \.-* hd —_ 
with ſo ſtrong a power, they might make the latter Proteſtation "5, * -"Biepy 
the interpreter of the former. Miſiris Ho!ſ- 

Thirdly, by difarming all ſuch as were any wayes ſuſpeRed worth, Miltris 

ro beare a good and loyal affeRion to His Majelty, unlefſe they F*4'* cy of 
would take ſich Proteſtations as ſhould be tendered to yo nenore " 
and having taken away ſuch Armes as they found, (not ſatif*,,;,ber of a 
fed with this) they urge on them another Proteſtation, prote- hundred. 
{ting in the fight of God, and calling him to witneſle, that they 
had no other Armes concealed in their houſes, either their own 


or others: andif any/man refuſed to take this Proteſtation, he 


was inſtantly imprifoned'as an eneniy to the State, and a man 
not to be confided 1n. ' | 
Fourthly, the perpernall ſcorne and obloquy to which they 


were expoſed, reproached every day as they paſſed the ſtreets, 
B2 with 
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_ 
with names of Malignants, and Papiſts ; nay. as if they had 
beene worſe then. Jewes, they ſpit at them, and threaten to 
take a ſpeedy courſe with them. . 

Fifthly,the generall contempt and prophanation of Gods ho. 
iy worſhip and ſervice, rending of Surplices, tearing the book 
of Common Prayer, breaking downe Organs, exterminativg 
the whole Liturgy out of their Congregations, and all theſe 
outrages, notonly winked at, but eountenanced and incoura- 
ged by Fines and his fellow Rebels ; and that they mighc have 
Like People, Like Prieſt, They diſcountenance or drive away 
the Orthodox Minilters and ſubſtitute in their places the molt 
infamous notorious Schiſmaticks that they can pick out of ſe» 
verall Counties, as Tomb's of Lemſter, in All Saints in Maſter 
Wi'lliamſons cure an orthodox and godly man ; (raddocke, Bas 
con, Walter, Simonds , and one Matthew Hazard, whom 
though I name laſt, yer deſerves to have the precedency of all 
the reſt, as being a maine incendiary in this rebellion violently 
egged onby his Wife, whoſe diſciple the filly man is: this 
gave cccaſton of ſcandall toall pious, godly men, which honou- 
red the Proteſtant Religion as1t iscſtabliſhed, and made.them 
even toabhorre the ſervice of the Lord. 

Lzſtly, becauſe upon the poynt. they were confined to- Brj- 
ſol, not daring to goe ont of the City, far in all places where 
the Commands. and Ordinances of the two Houſes prevailed ; 
they had given a liſt of the names of the Malignants that durſt 
appeare for the King, to the end that if any of them came thi- 
ther, they might be apprehended and ſent Priſoners to T antoy, 
Barkeley.Caltle, or ſome other Priſons; or as Delinquents ſent 


._ra.the,Parliament. 


It wasno wonder therefore, that a City thus robb'd of- its 
wealth and liberty, groaning under an unſupportable- yoke of 
bondage and tyranny ſhould indeavousby reſtoring the King to 
His rights, to- reſtore themſelves to their former freedome ; 
which could not be done but by breaking theſe bonds, and ca- 
ſting theſe coards from them : on theſe weighty motives-there- 
fore they enter into aloyall confederacy to deliver up the Ci- 
ty from its captivity under che Rebels. into His Majeſties pro- 


teahion 
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teion, 'and that without ſhedding one drdp of blood if-it 
were pollible,but moſt certaine without any.reſolution to Mae 
facre the Citizens, as hath beene moſt falſely both Preached and 
Printed : for Maſter Teomans and Maſter Botchey both on their 
Examinations, and. after: their. Condemnation both affrmed, 
that there was not any intention of bloud-ſhed ;' and inthe Ex- 
aminations. of Malter Teomans and others taken before the 
Councell of Warre at Bri3ol, ſertup by Maſter Clement Wal- 
ker Uſher of the Exchequer, but now the Advocate to that 
Congregation of Murtherersthat ad zudged theſe Innocents to 
death, and ordered by the Houfe of Commons Die Lane 2 2* 
Maii, 1643, tobe printed, wee thus read, The King had alſo 
aſſured us and.given charge to Prince Rupert that no violence 
ſponld be uſed to any, which I doe beleeve was hu fell intent the 
rather for that I heare there came a Proclamation to that effett : 
where tis obſervable that #alker (a man that had his. hands 
ſtayned with his owne Wives bloud before he dipped them fo 
deep in theſe Martyrs, ) though in that contrived Confeſſion of 
Maſter Teomans, he bring him in profeſſing his conviction in 
conſcience of the juſtneſle of the Parliaments cauſe ( when *tis 
known, that if he would have recanted and contributed to- 
wards this unnaturall War, he and Malter Bowcher, both might 
have faved their lives) yet he dares not ſo to murther his fame 
after his perſon by charging upon him ſo bloudy a- crime, as an 
intention to maſſacre his fellow Citizens. 

'Tis therefore confeſſed on all hands, that Maſter Teomans, 


| Maſter Bowcher and others, had an intention to caſt-our the Re» 


bels, and:to deliver 8r75/tol into the Kings poſſeidion, reſolving 
to ſecure the perſons of the Governour and ſome others of the 
chiefe(t Rebels, but not ro kill them: To this purpoſe a Com- 
miſſion is. obtained and ſent.to Maſter Robert Teomans to rayie 
Forces and conſtitute Commanders for the Kings fervice. Ma» 
ſter George Bowcher contrivesa Proteſtation to be taken by all 
that joyned themſelvesto this aflociation, fully expreſſing the 
latitude of their intentions 1n that undertaking : The Proteſta- 
tion is extant in Maſter Bowchers Examination taken by Walker 
on the 10, of arch 1643. and publiſhed in the Booke before 

B mentioned : 
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mentioned : and is atteſted under his owne hand, which Thave 


ſeene, and was writtennot long beforo his death. The Prote- 
ſtation was this, 


Doevoluntarily proteſf before eAlmighty God wpon the Faith 
of a Chriftian, That I will to the ntmo#t of my power, and 


'with the hazard of my life and fortunes, defend my dread Sove- 


raigne Lord King Charles, Hu Rights, (rowne, and Dignity, 
apainſt all Force and Forces which ave or ſhall be rayſed withm 
Hu MajeFies Dominions without Hu Royall aſſent, Authoray, 


and Command, Which was the ſum of this pretended horrid 


Treaſon. 

After communication of Counſells and many Meſſages 
interchanged, betweene Oxford and Briſtol, drawing ſome 
of Colonell Eſſex his Commanders into -the combination, 
who loathed and condemned themſelves in their owne 1m» 
ployment, it was reſolved, thatupon Monday the ſeventh of 
March,Prince Rupert with a partee of the Kings Forces, ſhould 


Face the City on D#rdan Downe, diſtant not a full mile from 


the City, and forthe aſſociation in the City, their taske was to 
make good two Ports, Froome gate and New-gate : who ls 
ving ſeized on the Guards, were to open the Gates, and to 
tgnify the accompliſhment of the defigne, -to the Kings Forces 
to make their approch by the Ringing of Saint /ohbxs and Saint 
Michaels Bells : Prince Rupert a viguant and valiant Prince 
comes that Monday night to the place appointed, expeRting 
the next morning by five of the clocke the fignall to be given, 
andthe Ports openedunto him : but that night (whether by the 
negligence amongſt their owne, or vigilaney of the Rebells 1s 
ancertaine) rhecombination was diſcovered, and Maſter Teos 
mans, Maſter Bowcher and divers others were that night appre- 
kended in their Houſes, 'having fome armed men with them, 
and. were inſtantly committed -to ſafe enſtody z which bei ng 
fignified to the Prince, he immediatly withdrey bis Forces a 
marched away. 

And now having them intheir power, they-clap Irons on 
them, tye them head and feet rogether, commit them cloſe 

| Priſoners, 
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Priſoners, deprive them of all comfort to be adminiftred by 
their Wives or Children, or friends; and uſed them with thar 
barbarouſnefle and inbumanity, as cannot be imagined, conld 
be practiced by one Chriltian upon another ; and after ſeventy 
ſix-dayes hard impriſonment, often examination, barbarcus in- 
ſulring over-them, eſpecially by Nathaniel! Fines, they were 
brought to their tryall at a Councell of War ; where Articles 
being exhibited againlt them by Advocate Falker, they recei- 
ved Sentence of death : what the Articles exhibitcd againſt 
Mc Teomans were, may.becollefted out of the Sentence it ſelf, 
as wee find irtin pag: 4. ofthe before mentioned Booke of Ma- 
ter Teomars his examinations? publiſhed by command of the 
Houſe of Commons, which for ſatisfation of fach as (hall caſt 


a compalſlionate eye on this fad ſtory we have here inferred, . 


The Judgment upon Rbert Teomans. 
V Pon due conſideration of the eArticles exhibited on May 8. 


by Clement Walker E/quire, eAdvocate to thi (omncelt ' 


of Warre, again Robert Yeomans, and others the late Con5þie 
rators in thus City, and upon axe hearing of the Anſwers, and de- 
fence of the ſaid Robert to the ſeveral z: Articles, and alſo upon 


examination and proofes before them taken upon oath, It t# una- 


vimouſly adjudged by rhis (onrt, That the ſaid Robert Yeomans - 


u guilty of traiterous intelligence, aud correſpondency with the e- 


nemy, and of a traiterous and wicked con5firacy -10 betray this | 
Towne into the hands of the Enemy; and thereapen thu ( onrt 
doth adjudge and paſſe Sentence of Death upon him a1 a T raptor 


aud Conipirater, and accordingly doth order, that the fayd Ro> 


bert Yeomans ſball be returned to the place of his former [mpris 
ſonment, and from thence be brought before the maine Court of 


Guard there tobe Hanged by thenech till be die : 
Nath. Fines, Richard Cole, Wal, White, James Ford, 
Joh. Clifton, Joh. Chamneys, Tho. Hippefly, Martin Huſ- 
bands; Tho. Raulins, Rich. Hippeſly, Tho.Eyre, Thomas 
Goodere, James Heane, Tho. Wallis, Will, Bowel, Ro- 
beret Baugh, 


(14) nh 
To this bloudy Sentence 1 have added the names of that 
bloudy Conſpiracy of Murtherers that gave it, that their names 


and memory may ſtinke with poſterity, and be loathſome to all 


Generations that (hill hereafter reade and bemoane the condi- 
tion of their predeceſſour that groaned under the tyranny of a 
prevayling faRtion of Brownilts and Anabaptiſts. | 
Maſter Robert Teomans being thus moſt unjuſtly condemned, 
May 8. on the 2 2.,0t the tame Moneth Mr George Bowcher 
was called before Fines and the reſt of that Rebellious crew 
which call themſelves a Councell of Warre, and that you may 
gheſle at the whole by ſome ; William Bowel is a Pedant, and 
from whipping of Boyes was made an unrighteous Judge of 
men ; Fames Heane a drunken Acturney ; and Robert Bangha 
Sheep-skin dreſſer, who in the times of peace durſt not come 
neare Malter Teomans, but uncovered at a diſtance as his duty 
was, now pluck*d off Maſter Teomars his Hat commanding him 
to ſtand bare before him : the Articles exhibited by Walker 
their Advocate were Seven, recorded under Maſter Bowchers 
owne hand, whereof the maine and fir{tthey inſiſted on was, 


Firſt, That he had framed a ProteFtation to defend the King, 
Hu (rowne and dignity againſt, &c. The Proteſtation which 
you heard before. 

Secondly, That he had rayſed Men and provided Armes 
and «Ammunition of all ſorts, Crowes of Iron, Pickaxes, eAxes 
and Iron wedges, with Torches and Linkes to further the Deſigne 
of ſuppreſſing the Conrt of Guard at Froome- gate, 

Thirdly. That he conſpired with others to let in Prince Ru- 
pert, a forraigne Prince (as they (tiled him) who being entred the 
(ity ſhould put to death and plunder all the Inhabitants of that 
Ciry that c ame not out to aſſiſt and joyne with them, 

Foxrthly. That he did undertake to give Prince Rupert a ſig- 
mall when he ſhould make his approaches to the ("ity by Ringing 
Saint Johns, and Saint Michaels Bells, 

Fiftly. That he certified Prince Rupert, that the deſigne of gi- 
ving him entrance into the Towne was diſcovered, a adviſed 
him to retreat, Mer: 2 
Sixtly. 
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Szxtly. That he forced ad the Croud doore (being a buriall 
place under the Quire) »nder Saine John Baptiſt (hurch, with 
an intention to uſe it for a Priſon to ſeeure ſuch as ſhould make 
refeſtance whether they were of the Guard or others, while they 
were in purſuance of their deſigne, 

Laſtly. That he had lockes and other proviſions to chaine up 
the paſſages at Saint Johns Gate, incaſe any of the Parliament 
Horſe ſhould ruſt in upon them while the worke was in doing. 


Theſe Articles, though maliciouſly expreſſed and aggrava- 
ted, yer tor the matter of them were drawne either from his 
own confeſſions or depoſitions of others ; and upon theſe at the 
Lady Rogers her houſe he received the like unjuſt ſentence of 
death, as Maſter Teozmans had done before. 

When the report ofſo illegall, ſo unjuſt proceedings arrived 
at Court,though at firſt few men did think that their bold inſo- 
lency would go on to put the Sentencein execution : yet at lat 
conſt{ering, that they were in the hands, not of honourable 
enemies, but of Rebels ; and of Rebels that were SeRaries, and 
which was more then both, rebellious SeRaries atthe devotion 
of Maſter Fines, who did command in chiet, and had ſtrong in- 
fluence on the reſt. The Earle of Forth, Lord Licutenant of all 
His Majeſties Forces reſolved to write anto Fines, and that by 
way of Threat, pari pena exatta, ut hoſtes a ſuperbo & inſolents 


Supplicio temperarent , as Diodorus Siculus reports of Philome- 


z44 in the like cafe; that by the menace of the like punifhmenc 
on the Priſoners here, he might ſtave them cf from their inten= 


ded cruelty on the Kings good Subjefts there : for thus he 


writes, 


Patrick Earle of Forth, Lord Etterick, and Lord 
Lieutenant of all His Majeſtics Forces. 


[| Having beene # ahh that lately at a Court of Warre, you 
have condemned to death Robert Yeomans Tate Sheriff of the 
C29 of Briſtoll, who bath His Majeſties C ommiſſion for raiſing 4 

| C Reginnens 
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Regiment for his ſervice, William Yeamons hrs Brother, Gecrge 


Boucher, ana Edward Dacres, all for expreſſing their Loyalty-ro 
Hu Majeſty,and endeavonring his Service,according to their Al- 
legeance, and that you intend to proceed ſpeedily againſt divers o- 
thers inthe like manner: Do therefore ſignify unto you, that I in« 
tend ſpeedily to put M. George, M. Stevens, Captaine Huntly, 
and others taken in Rebellion againſt His Majeſty at Cyrenceſter 
ixto the ſame condition: Do further advertiſe you, that if you offer 
by that unjuſt judgement to execute any of them, you have ſo con« 
demned, that thoſe now in cuſtody here, ſpecially 24. George, 17, 
Stevens, and Captaine Huntly,muſt expett no favour or mercy, 
Given under my hand at Oxtord, thi: i6 of May. 1643. 


Tothe commander in cheife, and 
the Counfell of Warre inthe City, 
of Briſtol. 

9.50 F ORTH., 


Having received this Letter by a Drumme, and knowing the 
reat advantage they had by the meanneſle & baſenefle of the 
Priſoners in the Kings hands put in the ballance with thoſe of 


the Kings in their hands, while wee expoſe Earles, Barons, and 


the flower of the Nobility and Gentry ro blew Aprons and 
Broome-men, inſomuck that if a peace ſhould infue (which 
God grant) one Article had need be inſerted for the honour of 
the Sonldiery, that theſe Mechanicks may be degraded from 
their Titles, that the 'names of Colonell, Lieutenant Colonell, 
Serjeant Major, Captaine, &c. be not diſhonoured by being 
called upon them, I fay Fines knowing this advantage, re- 
turges this inſolent Anſwer, 


Nath. Fiennes Governour,and the Councell of 
War in the Citie of Bx1sr0z. 


Hz: received a Writing from your Lordſoip, wherein it ts 
chered, That upon information of our late proceedings a- 
gainſt 


<—_ 
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gainft Robert Yeamons, William Yeamons, and others, you in- 
tend ſpeedily to pat 2. George, 2. Stevens, Capraine Huntly, 
and others into the ſame condition. We are well aſſured, That nei» 
ther your Lordſhip, nor avy mortal man, can put them into the 
ſame condition; for whether they lsve or die, they will alwaies he 
accounted true and honeſt men, faithfall to their King and Coun- 
try, and ſuch as ina fair and open way have alwaies proſecuted 
that Cane, which in their judgement, guided by the judgement of 
the higbeſt (onrt, they beld th: jaſteſt: Whereas the Conſpiratonrs 
of this (ity muſt both in life and death carry perpetually with them 
the brand of Treachery and Conſpiracy. eAnd if Robert' Yeo- 
mans had made uſe of his (ommiſſion in an open way, he ſhonld be 
put into no worſe condition then others in thelike kind had beene: 


Bat the law of Nature amongſt all men, and the Law of armes a=, 


mnorg[t all Souldiers,maketh a difference Letweene open Enemies, 
and ſecret [hies & conſpiratours: And if you ſhall not mate the like 
diſtinftion, we do ſignify unto you, T hat we ſhall not onely proceed 
ro the execution of the perſons already condemned, but alſo of di- 
vers otheys of the Conſpirators, wnto whom we had ſome thoughts 
of extending mercy: : And do advertiſe you, That if by any inhu»- 
mane, and nnſoldter-like ſentence you ſhall proceed to the execution 
of the perſons by you named,or any other of our freinds in your cus 
frody,that have bintakenin a fair aud open way of Warre; then Sir 
Walter Pye, Ss William Crofts, (o/onell Connesby and divers 
others taken in open rebellion, and attuall Warre againſt the King 
and Kingdowe, whom we have here m cuſtody, muſt expeFt nofa- 
vour or mercy. And by Godsbleſſing npon our juſt cauſe, we have 


pawnes enowgh for OKY freinds ſecurity, without taking 1 any that | 


haveqgptten out of our reach and power; although divers of yours, 
of no meane quality and condition, have beene freely releaſedby us 
Given under our hands this 18 day of May. 1643. 


NATHANIEL FI ENNES, Preſident, 
CLEMENT W ALKER,Cc. 
To Patrick Earle of Forth, Lord 
Liutcnant-Generall, 


C 2 When 
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When this took no effeR, the King gracious as he 1s, and full 
of goodnefle, His bowells yearning over the deltruction of his 
worſt Subjeds, takes the condition of theſe that ſuffer for him 
into his pious conſideration ; and fince Fines fwaying the reſt 
remained obſtinate ; the King by a Trumpeter ſends his Letter 
tothe Mayor, Aldermen and Sheriffs of Briftel, commanding 
them to rayſe the power of the City, and imploy it to the ref- 
cue of theſe men deſigned for ſlaughter : Thus he writes, 


CHartns R, 
& bs Rnſty and Welbelowed We greet you well, Whereas We are 
informed, that by the power and Authority of certains 
Fatttous and Rebellious Perſons in that our City of Briſtol], 
diverſe of our good Subjects (45s namely Robert Ycomans, 
George Bourcher, William Yeomans, Edward Dacres. 
aud others) of that Our City are impriſoned for preſerving 
their Duty and Loyalty to we, and for refuſing to joyne in, or 
aſ];ff rbs horrid and odiows Rebellion againſt Us, and that the 
ſaid wicked and traiterons Perſons, have preſumed 19 con- 
demne the ſaid iynocent men to die, and upon ſuch their ſen- 
rence notoriouſly againſt the Lawes of God and HMan,they in. 
zend 10 execute and marther our ſaid Subjetts ; Wee have 
ihougbt fit to fignifie to yow the Major, Aldermen,Sheriffes, 
and the reff of the body of the Councell of that our City, that if 
90u ſuffer thu horrid andexecrable murther to be committed 
pon the Per ſons aforeſaid, and thereby call the inft Fudgment: 
of God, and bring perpetuall infamy upon that our Cityp We 
fhall look apon it as the moſt barbarous & inhumane Act that 
bath beene yet committed againſt us, and upon you as the moſs 
deſperate betrayers of us,and of the lpves and liberties of your 
fellow Subieits. And We doe therefore will and command you, 
201 to ſuffer any violence to be done apon the perſons aforeſaid, 


| bat that if any ſuch be attempted againſt them, that you rai(e 


all the power and ſtrength of that our City for their reſcue, And 
Is 
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fo that purpoſe We command all our good Subrefts of that our 
City to aide and aſſiſt you npon their Allegiance, andas they 
bope for any Grace and favour at our hands, And that you and 
they Kill and Slay all ſuch who ſhall attempt or endeavour to 
yake away the lives of our ſaid Subietts, Aud for ſo doing this 
ſhall be your warrant. And hereof you may not faile at your 
utmoſt Perill. Given at our Court at Oxfordthe 29. day 


of May. 1643» 


To Our Truſty and Welbeloved the 
Major, Aldermen, Shesiffes, and | 
the reſt of the Common Councell 


of Our City of Bx15SToL., 


- This Letter though diſpatched the 29 of May, yet the Me 
ſenger is not returned to this houre to make report what enter- 
tainment it found; onely we are credibly informed,that it arri- 
ved at Briſtol that very day that theſe Gentlemen: by laying 
downe their lives did beare a good teſtimony to the truth, bur 
came too late; yethad it come ſooner, Fines having intelli- 
encethara Letter was coming from the King, kept the Gates 
utto keepe out the Meſſenger, untill their intended Mur- 
thers-were fully finiſhed: But at laſt when he had admittance, 
contrary tothe Law of Armes and: Nations, Fines committed 
him ro prifon, where he yerremaines.. 4 | 
Altthefe indeavours- of a pjous Prince toreſcue his faichfull 
Sabjces being fruſtrated, by the obſtinate. Malice ot.thete 
blondy Rebels, and havingno force ro compell what he could 
not perſwade,they go on toaRt their cruell intentions After 


| Senrence of death paſicd on the they purſue them with threats, 


and uſe no language to them but deathand hanging, often-me- 
nacing what they could but once 10flit : - So that each night 
they thought to dy next morning: having ſome aaies languith- 
edunder the inſulting Cruclty of theſe bloudy Butchers, :: and 


| being frequently robbed of their Neceſſary toode by the'Centi 


nelts, (thac flood ar their _ not ſo-much that they might 
| rats nor 
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not withdraw themſelves from the intended death , as to in- 


tercept all comforts that were brought unto. them) had they 
not haltned the execution, famine would have ſaved them that 


labour ; for M* Teomans (whom of 'the two they molt ha- 


red ) laden with chaines, ſtifled with the naſtinefle of a Dun- 
geon, macerated with want of food ; but filed-wirb the [corne 


full reproafe of the prond, reproached every day with the name 


of blouly villaine,and the like, was like-to. haye prevented 
their malice by dying that morning that he dyed: he was a 
man of a magnanimous ſpirit, a large Soule fit for great tmploy= 
ments, and therfore more ſenſible of indignities, for great ſpi- 
ris oppreſſed like Tapers held downeward, are extinguiſhed 
by the ſame matter which gives them life; ſo that ſitting by his 
deare Wife that morning that he dyed, and leaning on her 
breſt he fell into a ſound, and in probability had then departed, 
had not the'skreekes and ou:cryes'of his Wife recalled him to 
a more glorious death, that ſo poſterity might-read his name, 
together with Maſter Bowchers not in the Catalogue of Cons 
feſſonrs, but inrolled in the »9ble Army of Martyr, 'W 
When the time of their martyrdome drew neere, Calonell 
Fines for feare the City ſhould oppoſe his bloody. intentions 
concealed the time reſolved -onto pur thenyin execution: but 
whenthe fatall day was come Ezennes drew his Forces intothe 
Marſh thecommon place where they made their Muſters : hee 
cauſed:the Gates ſaddenly tobe ſhar., the City not knowing 
his intention,and preſently drew Partees of horſe and foot into 
every ſtreer,co awethe Citizens;and to ſuppreſſe infurreRions, 
bhaplytheyſhould.recover ſo;much of the ancient courage of 
trueEngliſh men not to ſuffer fo great a breach to be made on 
mheir lives and dibertics, asto fee theirfellow Citizens led like 
JAheepto the faughter,& they inthe mean timeſtand damb hike 
ſheepcand nat oppoſe it : nor was it without good reaſon that 
Fiennes thould (r{pet ſome oppoſition from the City, for ( be- 
ſides that+they now ſaw the baſeſt of the City made of the 
: Councelt of warre, '- and the power of like and death over the 


Magiſtrates delivered in their hands that before this Rebel- 
hon: were never thought fit to beare the office of Scaven- 


ger) 
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ger) Maſter Teomans and Maſter Bowcher were men of Emi. 

nency inthe City,generally beloved, and their Crime knowne 
to be nothing but Loyalty, They could not I1kewiſe but 'confi- 

der that'an” Hſue of bloud was that day opened that might in 

time prove fatall to them, and Involve them in the ſame Con- 

dition, for if Fiennes and his bloud- hounds hall for any other 

virtue paſſe the like ſentence on any of them, as they did on 

theſe fortheir Loyalty, not conſpiring with them to Murther 
their Soveraigne, what power ſhall prote@ them from fach op- 
preſſion who having to their owne ruine retuſed the Kings 
proteQion,are growne ſo tame as not with the hazard©of their 
lives to prote@tthemfelves? 

Having thus made all ſecure, they bring the prifoners from 
the Caltle ro the maine Court of Guard, in the way as they 
went, the people greedy to ſee, and ſalute theſe unhappy affer- 
tors of theirliberty, preſſe to the hazard of 'many blowes to 
take their farewell of them, they in a curteons deportment re= 
turning hearty thankes for thoſe dangerous expreſſions of ther 
affeRions, for it was reafon enough to be committed as a Ma- 
lignant to ownethem or ſo muchas to pray for them. 

To prepare themſelves for their death they made it an hum- 
ble requeſt that they might have the affiſtance of Maſter 7 wo- 
go2d and Maſter Standfaſt two Orthodox learned and picus Mi- 
niſters ofthe City,to helpe to {w-eten that biztex Cup of which 
theywere to drinke, and by fpiri.aall comfort rotake off from 
ene ſharpenefſe of thoſe dreggs: which they were to-ſfucke up: 
but as if they meant romurthertheir Soules as well as their bo» 


dies to vexe their righteous Soules inſtead of comforting them 


againſt the approach of death, they refuſero condeſcend to lo 
reaſonable a requeſt, & impofe on them Cradork 8& Fowler two 
Emiſſarics ſent to: that Ciry ro poyſon it' with Schifme and Re- 
bellion,that fothey __— up the meaſure of their finnes and 
ripenthem for deſtruction, | 
Standing atthe foote of the Tree that by and by was to beare 
fraic unto eternall life, Kt was obſerved by ſome of theſe Mur- 
therers ( weltskilled it ſeemes in the art and Method of hang- 
ing) that the halters wereitoa long, or too ſhore or <1fe not ty- 
ed 
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edfaſtenough,ſlome fault there was which the deaths-man had 
directions tocorret, He obeying the directions of the chicife 
Hangman,goesup and takes of the halters,the people who came 
thicher SpcRators of this bloudy Tragedy, Standing at diſtance 
and not privy to the intention, fondly conceited that certainely 
Colonell Fiennes had ſent a reprive, and Inſtantly expreſicd the 
greatneſle of their Joy by the loudneſſe of their Acclamations: 
Never conſidering Fixes his 'ExtraQion being borne and bred 
in a family Sworne enemies to Monarchy , and all that love it : 
At laſt ſectng the guards (tand fix'd and that this Stay was but 
to make Surer worke, the Execvtioner faſtning his Inſtruments 
of death according to the direions given him by them whole 


| journeyman he was: the people, as if ſtrooke with thunder, or 


blaſted with lightnings ſtood amazed,untill at laſt,aſtoniſhment 
giving way to Compaſſion they ſent out teares inſtead of ac- 
clamations, and exchanged their joy for lamentations. 

All chings thus made ready to offer up theſe Innocents,facris 
fices to the Implacable rage of Fines and his tellow Rebells: 
Maſter Robert Neomans is firlt commanded to aicendthe Lad- 
der,thence toreach his Crowne of Martyrdome. But remem- 
bering whoſe picty it was inthe middeR of his ſufferings to res 
commend his Mother tothe care of a guardian (being himſcife 
to leave this werld,) he firſt makes his addrefſe to his Father- 
10-law Maſter Teomans and tell's him that he had left him a Les 
gacy, v3z. his wife then great with child and cight ſmall chil- 
tiren, The eldeſt not able to put on its owne cloathes: and ſo 
with many 1mbracements lett him, and ſee forward in his way 
to heaven. 

And now being ſeated in that place of ſhame and Ignomſny 
(fo itis in its owne Nature where the goodneſſe of the cauſe 
doth not change the accurſed 7 ree into a Theater of bononr } 
and finding himſelfe made a peace to that City wherein he 
had lived in plenty and honour being Shersffe but the yeare be- 


fore, in diſcharge of which office he was inferiour to none of 


his predecfſours in bounty and magnificence which Colomell 
Popham and his freinds by frequent Experience know very 
well: And from that fad proſpeRt taking avicw of muy 
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(23) 
freinds that could hardly looke through their owne tears to ſee 
him againe: And from thence roo,ſeing ſome of a farre differenc 
aff:&ion that rejoyced in his ſufterings. and amongſt them Ro- 
bert Bauoh the Sheepesoskin-drefſer (Fines his affcciate in the 
Councell of Warre) in a deviliſh cruelty (And {ct God that 
righteous Judge require if at his hands) ſtand jeeringand mock- 
ing at him to his face, here fleſh and blond interpoſed, which 
tranſported him to an expoſtulation bordering betweene Indig- 
nation and Submiſſion, ſaying, good God what have I done to be 
here? but Inſtantly ſorry that humane fraylty ſhould extort any 
thing from him, unbeſeeming the Juſtice of his cauſe or the 
braveneſſe of his Chriſtian reſolution, ſilencing the ſuggeſtions 
of {uch ill Councellours, he compoſed himſelte to ſpeake ſome 
thing to the people. 

His ſtrength exhauſted by long and many ſufferings diſabled 
him to ſpeake much or lowd,yet willing tocleare himſelf from 
that pr« judice under which he lay, of an intention to maſſacre all 
that ſhould adheere to the Two Houſes (which ſome mil- call a 
Parliament )laying his hand upon his breſt, & fixing bis eyes on 
heaven the habitation of the God of truth, he made aſolemne 
proteſtation of his innocency from any ſuch thought: he pro- 
feſſed bis firme perſwaſion of the juſtice of that cauſe for the 
defence of which he {uffered, affirming that if he had more 
lives he would facrifice them all tothe ſervice of his Sove- 
raigne in the ſame way: &therfore we may Juſtly wonder at the 
frontleſſe impudence of thar ('lement Walker that ſhould tell 
the world in print that Maſter Teomans did contefſe that he was 
convifted in conſcience of the juſt neſſe of the Parliaments ( auſe: 
but they that know the manand that poore (tocke either of reli- 
gion or honeſty which he hath, neede not wonder that he that 
before this Parliament made it his frequent Theame to de- 
claime againſt Puritans ſhould now (judgeing themto be the 
pre vailing faRion) to. endeare himſclfe unto them: firſt embrew 
his bands in theſe Gentlemans blood, &-then report him falſcly 
to poſterity as if he had recented that loyalty for which, and 
in which he profeſ{:d he died . : 

While he was thus ſpeaking to the people, Serjeant Major 


Langridge and ('lifton call upon the executioner to haſten the 
D works : 
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worke : my they did not ſticke to interrupt Maſter Teamons ins 
his difcourſe, and to goad him on the ſides & thighs wich their 
Halberts, bidding him to contract and make an end: bereupon: 
he defired'the witneſſes of his ſuffering to ſing with him the 1 30 
Plalm,which he fung with great clevation of ſpirir and fervency 
of devotion, knowing that preſently he ſhould be tranſlated: 
from this Bochim the valley of teares, where we doe not fo much 
ſing a figh out our Hymnes into that triumphant Quire, 
wherewtth Angels,and Archangels,8 all the powers of heaven 
he ſhonld fing Haleluliahs and Anthemes of Joy for evermore: 
Having finiſhed the Palme and ſome other prayers,8& amongſt 
the reſt,inſtantly befeeching God not to charge his death npon 
rhat City,nor require his Innocent bloud at their hands: prayed 
for his perſecutors&adjured his friendsnot to harbor a thought 
of revenge, he began againe to mzke ſome addrefle to the people 
chalenging the world there to reſtific againſt him, if he had: 
wronged any man,and begining to apologize for his Innocency 
even 1n the very cauſe of his death, Langridge and ( Efron the: 
cheife hangmen under Fines their Maſter,knowing how much: 
bis words might prevaile with the people, and that one Mar- 
tyr falling quickly ſprings up into many Converts, cauſed him in- 
ſtantly tobe throwne off, hardly giving him ſo much time as in 
ſome ſhort ejaculations to recommend his ſoule ro God: and 
now theyre he is anger the Altar,and joynes in that ſhrill cry that 
calsloud in the cares of God, How long O Lord holy and true,doſt 
thou not Judge and avenge our blood onthem that awelt on the 
earth? being throwne off, and his body ſwinging with the fall 
his Brother inlaw Maſter John Haggat, an honeſt Gentleman 
& of good quality in the ciry,put out his hand to ſtay it, which 
(that inhumane villaine ) C/sfton ſeing, ſtrooke him with his: 
cane With that violence that he had almoſt Stroken him to the 
ground, gond God, which ſhall we moſt wonder at,either the 
barbarous inhumanity ofchis murtherer, or the degenerous Tg- 
noble patience of the Citizens of Br:ſfol, that covld ſtand by & 
ſee all this, & not chooſe either to live freely or die couragiou(- 
ly rogether. 
Having had ſufficient experience of the Tameneſſe of the C'5- 
112237 and that there -was no danger of oppoſition tobe ned 
rom 
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(23, 
from them, thc Rebels wade on in blood, And having murther- 
ed Maſter Teomans they command Maſter Bowcher to aſcend 
the ladder: It ſeemes by what he icft written by his own hand, 
and written to that purpote to communicate it to the world, 
that he intended tobe large, Exhorting thoſe (to uſe his owne 
words) who had ſet their hands to the plow (meaning the maine 
renance of the Kings cauſe y nut to be too haſty ( as terrified 
with ther ſufferings) to take them off: nor toregard thoſe begger- 
ly and Schyſmaticall rudiments which crafty and malicious men 
had invented and introduced intothe Church of God in theſe laſt 
and worſt times of the World, denying the Truth, and bringing in 
d mnable poſitions of their owne deviſing, &c. And likewiſe 
giving anexact character of the Schyſmaricks that domineere 
at this time, 1n the draught borrowing the pencil] of the Ho» 
ly Ghoſt, I meane deſcribing them 1n the Phraſe of the Scri- 
ptures , a man very well able to doit , being verſed inthe Scri- 
Ptures , a frequent hearer of Sermons, and by the teſtimony of 
his very enemies confeſſed to be a Religious man: Prowud( ſaics 
he) they are, boaſters, heady, unſtable, who cenſure as unjuſt the 
ations of others before they receive reſolution from God, or 
rightly. underfland hu will touching their owne, having hearts 
fraught with malice, inceſſantly labonring to bring to paſſe their 
devilifh deſignes by peſiilent plots, dawbing and painting them 0- 
ver with falſe gloſſes againſt the light of their owne conſcience, 
and again#t that knowledge which they have in the Lawes both of 
God ana Man; juitifying the wicked, and condemning the inno- 
cent, &c, This wastoao much truth tobe ſpoken to them whom 
it did ſo much concern, & therfore wasnot permitted to ſpeak 
{o largely to the aſſembly : atlalt preſſed on to haſten his death 
by thoſe that are /wift to hed bloud ; he defired to ling Pſal.16. 
which being ended, he began ro recommend his Soul to God in 
moſt pious patheticall Prayersand ejaculations;but they are not 
content that he ſhould ſpeak either to the People or ro his God ; 
for Roſewella Levite of their own, & acract-brain Seperartiſt in- 
terrupts him in the midſt of his devotions,reviles him and calls 
him Hypocrite & Apoſtate, T hat after ſo ſtrift a converſation,ſo 
much time ſpent in the profeſſion of Religion, he ſhould render all 
{netted for bypocriſie by ſo obſtinate perſeverance in hu Rebel- 
D32 
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Hon againſt the Parliament, he meant for dying for his loyalty 
to his Soveraigne 3- all this moved not the conſtancy of this re» 


ſolved Martyr, but according to the adviſe of Saint Bernard, he 


held up ſcurum conſcientia contra Gladium Lingue, the bucks 
ler of a good conſcience to ward the blowes of a malicious 
Tongue, knowing that as the flattering Tongue is no cure for a 
bad, ſothe'rayling Tongue is no wound to the good conſcience, 
poſſeſling his Soule therefore in patience, he lets this ſnarling: 
Dog bark on,reſolving with holy ob, Ecce in celo Teſts mens, 
Behold my witneſſe ts in Heaven, and my Record # on high: and 
ſo ſuſtaming his ſoule under the burden of that reproach with 
that comfortable promiſe of our Saviour, Bleſſed are yee when 
men ſhall revile you and perſecnte you, and ſhall ſay all manner of 
evill againſt you falſly for my ſake, rejoyce and be exceeding glad, 
for great us your reward in Heaven : he yeilded himſclfe to the 
will and deſire of his Murtherers ; This Roſewell, in his very 
fall from the Ladder, perſaing him with the odious names of 
Hypocrite and eApoſtate, thereby (if it had beene poſlible) ro 
ditturbe the peace of his Soxle, and indangerhis Charity in thar 
very inſtant when he was going out of the World, and ready 
to be preſented at the dreadfull Tribunall of that moſt righte- 
ous Judge, who putteth no truſt in hy Saints, yea; the Heavens 
are not cleare in hu fight: a pradtice ſo voyd of Chriſtianity, 
nay ſo perteAly deviliſh to extend malice even to the endeas 
vours of a ſecond death, That had a blacke Angell beene diſpar- 
ched from Hell, (an agent for that kmgdome of darknefle) he 
con!d not have done more to advance damnatton, or approve 
himſelfe a malicious emiflary of that butcomleſle pit, then this 
Schyſmaticke did. 

Theſe two now glorious Martyrs, having thus through their 
12nominious death's rendered their Soules to God, the ſpea- 
rors {mite their breaſts and returne: never was there ſo generall 
a face of ſorrow, ſuch bitter lamentation heard: in that City, a 
on this day : their bodies taken downe were both carryed tv 
Malter Teomans his houſe, Father in law to Maſter Robert Yeo- 
»14ns : in the evening Maſter Bowobers body was conveyed to 
his owne houſe, a fad ſpeRacle to his poore Widow and ſeven 
Orphans, and that night they were both interr*d, Maſter 7eo- 
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(27) 
mans at Chriſt Church, Malter Bowchey at Saint Warbargh's ; 
their Funeralls being attended by thoſe Orthodox Miniſters 
that the perſecution had left, and by moſt of the honeſt well- 
aff:ted Citizens ; though they knew that they'could not ex- 
preſſe this piety to the dead, but to the hazard of looſing their 
liberties, and plundering their eſtates. 

Thus have you ſeene the Martyrdome of theſe loyall Citi- 
zens, ſuffering for their OY Seftaries and eAtheiſts, for 
their Loyalty,by Traytors and Rebels, and for their Lawes and 
Liberties, by Libertines and ſons of Belial, a fat (o horrid, and 
in which {9 many aRs of cruelty and injuſtice did meet and 
conceritre, that as no Hiſtory (not that of the eLzabapriſts of 
Germany ) cannot give us a Paralell of this Rebellion, ſo this 
Rebellion cannot give us a Paralell of thisMurther, except they 
that gave us this doe give us more, as the report is, they have 
lately done in Murthering Maſter Tompkins, Maſter Chaloner 
and others in London in the fame manner: It will therefore be 
worth our labour to conſider thoſe many obſtacles of Religion 
and Law which Fines and his fellow Murtherers brake through 
to make way to the bloud of theſe Martyrs, and they will ſerve 
as ſo many jult aggravations of their (inne. 

Firſt, had theſe gentlemen committed any capitall crime, 
yet the puniſhment not derived from lawfull authority cannot 
excuſc thoſe that infli it, from the guilt of Murther ; for the 
Sword of Juſtice is put immediately by God into the Kings 
hand, and into His hand onely : Nemo eft Dominus vite (ue, 
No man is Lord of his owne life, is a concluſion admitted by all 
Caſuiſts and Schoolmen, and thereforeno community of men; 
(ir being ſuppoſed which wee ſhall never grant) that all other 
Authority 1s originally im the people, as the Feſnits and Purs- 
eanes ſhake hands and agree in this) can either exerciſe them- 
ſelves, or give to any other, j« g/adis, the right of the ſword, 
but onely he who is, ſuapremus Arbiter vite & nec, the ſu- 
preme ſudge of life and death, as Znares himſelfe confel- 
ſerh : Now in this proceeding of Fes, there was no derived 
Authority from the King, but 1t was done poynt blanke contra- 
ry to his expreſſe command, who legally hath power tore- 
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prieve or pardon, if there had beene Treaſon proved againft 
them, and that is the King. 

Secondly, they were innocent men, and therefore the fat 
more barbarous, and calls lowder in the eares of God and the 
King for vengeance : their very duty to God and the King was 


made their Crime, for to indeavour to deliver up the City into - 


the Kings poſſeffion, kept againſt him by Fines and others 
(then molt trayterous Traitcrs this Land ever groancd under ) 
was but their duty,and that which the reſt of their fellow Cirti- 
zens ſtood obliged to do as well as themſelves, by virtue of the 
Oathes of Allegiance and the Parliaments Proteltation it ſelfe. 
Thirdly, it was direatly againſt the knowne Lawes of this 
Kingdome whereby itis provided, That none that ſhall attend 
upon the King and doe him true ſervice ſhall be attainted, or for- 
feit any thing ; fo wee find it in the Title of that Statute, 11. 
Hen. 7,cap. 1. where after the preamble, expreſſing, that it is 
not reaſonable,but againſt all Lawes reaſon,and good conſcience, 
that any man ſhould ſuffer in hu life and fortnnes for adhering to 
the King that was in altuall poſſeſſion of the Crowne, though ano 
ther pretender might be on foote : It ordaines thus, That from 
thencefer th no manner of perſon or perſons whatſoever he or the 
be that attend ypox the King and Soveraigne Lord of thu Lard 
for the time being in his perſon, and doe him true and fatkfull (er« 
vice of allegiance in the ſame , or Be in other places by hu 
commandement,in hu Warres within this Land or without, That 
for the ſayd deed and true duty of Allegiance he or they be in no 
wiſe convitt or attaint of High Treaſon, nor of other offences for 
that cauſe by e AG of Parliament, or otherwiſe by any proceſſe of 
Law, whereby he or any of them ſhall looſe or forfeit Life, Lands, 
Tenements, Rents, Poſſeſſions, Hereditaments, Goods, Catles, 


. or any other things, but to be for that deed and ſervice, utterly 


diſcharged of any vexation, trouble, or loſſe : Had nor theſe men 
ſeared conſciences,and we e becomefrontlefle, I wonder how 
they durſt goe about to abuſe the world fo groflely,(and which 
onely is the greater wonder) how they ſhould prevaile with 
a great part of the world to bebeleive them , that they have 
taken up Armes for the defence of the Lawes, and yet break the 
Lawes ſo apparently : for this Law enaQted in the 11, of Hen- 
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ry the 5*, Rands at this day in force unrepealed, and yet they 
murther theſe Innocents for ſerving the King in his Warres ac- 
cording to their duty and allegiance, having a command and 
Commiſſion under the Kings owne hand to raiſe Forces in that 


City for his ſervice. 


Fourthly, theſe Gentlemen were not onely innocent, free 
from any crime ; but highly deſerving of the City, labouring to 
free it from that bondage and {lavery in which it now was, and 
reduce it to its former happines by its former obedience, and 
highly meriting of the Kingdome too, in giving ſo brave a pat- 
terne of loyalty and allegiance ro this backſliting, revo'ting ge- 
neration ; had their counſell beene followed, and their indea- 
vours ſeconded by the reſt of the Citizens, how glorious a Ci- 
ty had Briſtol beene at this day ? how had Severne advanced 
her ſelfe above her fiiter Thami/is, that while this was tainted 
with that rebellious City which defiles her banks , ſhee had 
beene glorious, as with the bounteous loyalty of Shrew/bury, 
and the loyall valour of FWorcefter, fo with the bare obedience 
of Briftot ? how will this miſerable ſeduced City ſtand in our 
Annals when poſterity ſhall read, that the Women of Worceftes 
(to their eternall honour I ſpeake it) ſhould cut downe Hed- 
ges, levell Ditches, caſt up fortifications to keepe themſelves 
under the Kings protection, repell the Rebels and keepethem 
out, and Briſtol ſhold fortifie againſt their Soveraigne, 2nd 
willingly admitthe Rebels in:yet I would not be miftaken,as if 


I meant to lay this Rebellion to the charge ofthe whole City, 


*is unjuſt, paucorum amentiam civitatiaſſignare, ſno quemgne 
periculo furere : as Zens ſpake for the Magnetians ; every mann 
Rebels at his owne perill, many there are in that City that 


have not bowed the knee to Baal, adored any Faction 1n Pzr- 
liament to rhe forfeiture of their loyalty: nor 18 1t my intention 
to aſcribe the Treaſon of Al/dworrhthe Mayor, and Browne one 
of the preſent Sheriffs, and ſome few other turbulent ſpirits to 


the whole City. 

Fiftly, they murther themunder a pretence and ſhew of j«- 
ftice, and make the ordinances of God to (top their bloudy in- 
rentions, the world may remember from whence they tooke 
their patterne, the example was given in to Noble bloud, and 


though 
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though to ſmother the cry and awe the world to filence, 
they bave laboured to diſgrace the Advocates ot that bloud 
by adjudging their pleadings to the fire by the hand of a pub- 
lique Hagman, yet the voyce of this bloud cryes lou from the 
ground which opened her mouth to receive it from their hands : 
nor can wee ever hope that this land can be cleanſed, either 
from that or this bloud, but by the bloud of them that ſhed it. 
Laſtly, which is no ſmall aggravation, it was a murther in 
coole bloud, (it it may be thought that Schyſmaricks know a- 
ny other temper then hot:) had it beene commuted Flagrants 
crimine (as they conccivell it ) when the Plot was firſt diſco» 
vered, repreſented to the people as a bloudy deſigne to mur- 
ther all that did not file with them, and the like, there might 
Aliquid human intervenire, paſſion then might have ſilenced 
reaſon,and tranſported them to do what in a ſerene calme con- 
fideration, they would judge monltrous and cruel ; but to give 
time to their indignation to breath our it ſelfe,to give ſpace for 
mediaions from Court to propitiate their anger, and toſleep 
upon it twelve or thirteene weekes, and after all this to mur- 
ther them, argues the implacableneſſe of their malice, frong as 
death, and crsell as the grave, and gives a ſufficient taſte to the 
world what meaſures they are to expet from the Puritans, 
and the men of this Fa#1on, it God have ſo little pleaſure in us, 
or his wrath wax {o hot againlt us, as to deliver usup to their 
power: andif the infatuated abuſed world does after all this 
yet dote upon their hypocriſte, or promiſe themſelves, that 
there can by any goodnefle, mercy, or compaition found as. 
monglt them : let them but conſider how Fines and his Bree 
threninevill perpetuate their crueJty from the Eusband to the 
Wife, and from the Parents to their Children ; after they had 
per{ued theſe innocents to death,and by that had made two dif- 
conſolatewidowes and ſeventeene poore fatherlefſe children, 
on a polthume a man would have thought that the effuſion of 
innocent blood, the diſtrefſcd condition of widowes and ore 
phans woud have wrought ſome remcrſc in them, at leaſt to 
have bemoancd their owne rage with Lamech, we have ſlaine 
men to our wondring, and innocent ment»9 oar hurt;or elle indea- 
voured to make ſome recompence to hole diſconſolate ſoules 


which 


(37) 

*whichthey had lefe hehind then No,as if they had done Gdd 
good ſervice in\periccuting the fatherlefle and widowss and 
ſuch as had no heltver, having murthered theſe men they op+ | 
preſſe their widowes and fatherlefle children Afiftirifſe Hazard | 
a zelows fifter reſolves, that 3t's pitty but that thew childrens | 

braines ſhould be daſhed oat againſt the ſtones,that no more of their 
race might remaine on the face of the earth; and it we conſider 
how Fines hath dealt with the widows and their children, you 
would not thinke Miſtriſſe Hazard fingular in this opinion. 
Miſtrifſ« Teomenr had eight children when her husband was 
murthered, theeldeſt not able (as I cold you before) to drefle 
it ſelfe without helpe, and was now great with the ninth, and 
though they had ſeized on his eſtate to a very great value, yet 
they putthe poore widow to redeeme the ſmail remainder (in 
compariſon of the reſt) ar no lefſe then 500', 

Miſtreſſe Bowcher had ſeven children, and though her huf- 
band had loſt above 2000' in this ation, yet they ſeize upon the 
relt as forfeited ro them: and make her cnter into bond with a 
ſurety ingaged with her, not to take any thing out of her houſe 
without an eſpeciall warrant from them: And. that the world 
may ſee how unlimicced a power we are like to groane under, if 
the Rebels ſhouldprevaile, They baniſh Maſter B ozchers Eldeſt 
ſonne Fohn Boncher (a young man of good hopes) a ſtay ofthe 
Mothers ageand one who might be a comfort to her and a help 
to his Brothers and Siſters: him they doome to exile in France 
or Spaine,not to returne untill recall'd by order of bothr Houſes: 
two Sureties being bound ina bond of a hundered pounds that 
he ſhall ſabmir co the ſentence anc> depart: the» Kingdome , 
ve which tyrannicall Ordinance was obeyed,the young man (as 
iq | weare credibly informed from theace ) being ſhip*c for bis 
if. baniſhment onthe 19 of /axe laſt: | FR) > 

And asthey are mercilefſe themſclves,{o they awe thoſe that 
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5 would ſhew mercy to theſe diſconſolatefamilies, fo that they 
fg dare not: I have ſcene aletter writren from one. of the wi- 
| dowes toafreind of hers, wherein ſhe bemoanes her condition, 
7 and bewailes that more then T «rk: oppreiſtton under which 


ſhe, and her poore Orphans ſuff.r,tzake the widowes complaint 


©3 Þ-in her owne words, 1 freinds tand afarre off, they put og 9d 
| | E are 
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dave not help me,gtve me Meas. by the next what I were beff 
go do; Ihnow not what roatke, nor of whom, wanting freinds to di- 
refÞ me,none daring to viſit me,or hardly to ſpeak to me or mine for 
feare of trouble and er: Sec here,and wonder,in this popu- 
lous City this pcore forſaken widow finds none to comfort or 
aſliſt her, ſheis inforced to {end abr oad,and-implore adviſe and 
counſel! from them that dwelt a bundred miles from Brito. 
Good Goe! did theſe men (who would be thought to have 
all knowledge of the ſcripturesro dwell with them)never read 
that of Exodus 22. Te ſhall not affif any widow or fatherleſſe 
child;if thou afflift themin any wiſe, and they cry at all unto me, [ 
will ſurely heare their cry: And my wrath ſhall wax hat and I will 
1 you with the ſword, and your wives ſhall be widowes and your 
elldren fatherleſſe? and if we well conſider it we ſhall find that 
God hath made good his wordinthis particular; Irbeing an 
obſervation not more generall thentrue, that ſince to cheir fins 
of Treaſonand Rebellion, they have added the guilt of innocent 
blond, together with oppreſſion of their Widowes and Fatherleſſe 
children, God hath ſill cur them ſhort, nor have they proſpe- 
redin any thing which they have undertaken : 

This: then is the ſad condition of theſe miferably oppre fled 
widowes and their poore fatherleſſe childrens Their huſbands 
murthered,their children baniſhedgtheir eftates confiſcated, them=» 
ſelves robb'd of all comfort that might be adminiſtred from 0- 
there. :: +; 

Andnowifit be good (and Solomon ſayes it is) ro goe into the 
houſe of wourning,in your meditations, (at leaſt) rurne aſide and 
afford @gviſite on theſe: diſtreſſed Families ; that water thesr 
couches, and bath themſelves inthetr owne teares; and there is 
none.to wipe them from their cies; bere you ſhall ſee plentiful! 
matter whereon to exerciſe your compaſſions: Mothers be- 
wayling the fruit of their wombs, dig enbive barrenneſſe and 
dry papps before theteeming wombe ARng forth children 
ro ſuch miſcrie: here you ſhall ſee children drinking the teares 
which fall from their mothers eyes, and in a pious gratitude re- 
turning them againe from their,owne: here are ſuch interccurſ- 
es of forow, ſuch exchanges of teares, ſuch eccho's of mutuall 
lamentations, that if ever you will weepe with thoſe that "; 
an 


(33) 


W; 4u1 monurne with theſe that moarne, it will be here: 
d5- And if the beart of the wiſe be in the houſe of mourning (as the Ecciel. 7. 4. 
for ſame Solomon fayes it is) certainely it cannorbe wanting here: 
U your heart will be wiſe chearcfully ro afliſt your gratiaus Sove- 
or raigne, who hath no other intention in raking up armes then to 
nd ſhake of this inſupportable yoke of bondage which theſe rebels 
ol. have put upon the neck both of Church and State: 7: will be 
ve wiſe toabhorre that damnable faQion that ſtickt not to wade 
ad through a {ea of innocent blood to land at their cwne ends 
eſſe on the other (ide: se will be wi/e to rouſe up it ſelfe toa juſt in» 
1 dignation againſt the actors of this bloody tragedy, and endea- 
vill vcur by all meanes poſhble to call them ro an account for theſe 
uy horrid murthers: and laſtly ;: will be wife to take the {word of 
hat that uſurp*'d CM3s!:tia out of the bands of theſe mad men that 
231 would uſe it to the deſtruAton of the King and his fairhfull Subs 
ns Jets: an1 to reſt {ecure ( as heretofore) under the Kings pros 
OM recion: that ſo theſe two, together with Maſter Tomphinsand 
eſſe Maſter {halozer lately murthercd in London for the fame loyal- 
pe- ty, may be the laſt names inrowled inthe Catalogue of Stare 
CHMartyrs. 
ſed But if all the world ſhould looſe their bowells of compaſli- 
nds ons, and paſſe by thefe familics without regard, as carcing for 
M- none of theſe things, not drawing out their ſonles to the affiitted; 
Os yet I have a double Commiſſion to ſpeake a word of Comforc 
to Miftriſſe Ycomans, Asſtreſſe Bowcher and to their fatherleſſe 
the Children, and not only ro them, but to all ſuch that inthis cauſe 
and ſhall ſufter the [ke oppreſſion : and I doubt not but they thar war- 
hear ranted me to make the promiſe, will in due time make it good, 
Sis in deſpight of all choſe malignants that would make comfort a 
full ſtranger in their habitations. 
be- My firlt Commiſſion is from God, who hath promifed to be 
and nigh unto all thoſe that are oppreſſed with wrongs ; but moſt 
Iren eminently and often hath he vouchſafed this promiſe to Wi- 


Ares dowes and the Fatherlefle : He « a Father of the fatherleſſe 
re- and defendeth the cauſe of the Widowes, even God in hu holy ha- 
arſ. |. Gitation ; nay (ſays God) Leave thy fatherleſſe children to me, Ji: 49+ 1s 
nall 1 will preſerve them. and let thy Wiaower truſt in me ; So ſays 
epe, Ged, and ſo ſays the King too, Gods Vicegerent here on earth ; 
and E 2 trom 
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from whom I have my FS OPM to tell the world: 
Leave theſe- fatherlefſe children to him, He will releeve them, 
and let theſe Widowes relye on him : as in many other things he 
is like his God (none that ever fate on this Throne more like 
him) fo in this he will imitate the Gol of mercyes, and doth 
ingage himſelte in the word-of a King, That he will bea Fa- 
ther to theſe and all ſuch fatherleſſs children ; He will defend the 
cauſe of theſe and all ſuch Widowes, and wee doubt not but the 
time will come, and that very ſhortly, when theſe Locuſts that 
would have no King being icatrered, that 'of So/omon will be- 
Eccleſ. 8. 44> Come Canonical! Scripture againe, where thy word of a King 3s, 
there t power : In the meane time under this confidence, Let 
them poſſeſſe their ſoules in patience. 
And though their dead cannot be rec21l'd againe, the Iron 
Gate .that leads ad domnm conſftitutam, as Fob ſpeakes, to the 
Job. 20. 23, Houſe appoyuted for all the living; being barr'd up againſt them, 
: which none bur the power of the RefurreRion can openz,yer 
right pretious 8n the fight of Goa, the King, and all good men 
will the death of theſe Saints be : and though wicked men 
have gone about to ſully their memory with the odtous names 
of Traytors and Confpirators j yet when their owne names 
hall rot and Rink in the nolthrils of men, the memories of theſe 
Martyrs (hill beembalmed with reſtitution of their owne due 
honour, and their Names remain as 4 pretious oyntment powred 
out with our poſterines for ever. 
Thus,as the paſſionate Levire ſent the pieces of the diſſeaed 
Jud. 19- body of his abuſed Concnabine, through all the Coaſts of //rae/, 
thatas one man they might ſtand up to revenge ſo barbarous a 
fat : ſo have I indeavoure4 to expoſe theſe murthered Har- 
tyrs to the view of all the world ; being a fat, quod orbrs viri- 
Inſt, de bells ; 044 expiari debuit, as Futine ſpeakes in another caſe, which 
Philigpo Ms. Calls for an expiation by the united ſtrength, if not of the 
ced. im Phicer= 1orld, yet of the Kingdome; not doubting but all that read; 
Thy ſer. chis ftory will conclude, as //rael did in that (with ſome ſmall 
HR SON change)There was no ſuch deed done, nor ſeen, ſince the day that 
IN the Britiſh Nation wat redeemed from Paganiſme unto thu day : 
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